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Understanding Dynamics and Expression in Music
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Answer the following questions based on what you learned about musical dynamics and expression.

1. What does the term 'pianissimo' mean in music?

2. What does 'fortissimo' represent in music?

A. Very soft
B. Very loud
C. Gradual increase in volume

3. Crescendo means to gradually decrease in volume.

True False

4. In Psalm 150:3-5, we are encouraged to praise God with loud ___ and resounding ___ .

5. How do you think different volumes in music can tell a story?

6. Which of the following instruments is NOT mentioned in Psalm 150?

A. Harp
B. Trumpet
C. Piano

7. Crescendo is used to build excitement in music.

True False

8. Dynamics in music help communicate emotional ___ in a performance.

9. Can you think of a Bible story where sound volume might be important? Explain your answer.

10. What is the opposite of crescendo?

A. Pianissimo
B. Fortissimo
C. Decrescendo

Answer Key



1. Pianissimo means very soft and is used to create gentle and intimate moments in music.    2. Very loud    3. False    4. cymbals    5. Different volumes can create different feelings in music. For example, 

soft music might make a sad moment feel more emotional, while loud music can make a triumphant moment feel exciting.    6. Piano    7. True    8. nuance    9. In the story of Jericho, the loud sounds of 

trumpets and shouting brought down the walls. This shows how powerful sounds can be in creating dramatic moments.    10. Decrescendo
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