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Understanding Complex Shapes
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Answer the following questions based on what you learned about finding the volume of composite figures.

1. What is the first step in finding the volume of a composite shape?

A. Calculate the total volume
B. Identify the separate rectangular prisms
C. Add the volumes together

2. To find the total volume, we add the volumes of each ______________.

3. Why is it helpful to break a big problem into smaller parts when solving it?

4. The volume of a composite shape can only be found by using complex formulas.

True False

5. What does Proverbs 24:3-4 teach us about wisdom and understanding in relation to building?

A. Wisdom makes us rich
B. Understanding helps us build
C. Knowledge is unimportant

6. When we decompose a complex shape, we are essentially ____________ it into simpler parts.

7. Can you give an example of where you see shapes made of multiple parts in the world around you?

8. Calculating the volume of each rectangular prism is not necessary to find the total volume of a composite shape.

True False

9. What is the final step after calculating the volume of each individual prism?

A. Multiply the volumes
B. Add the volumes together
C. Subtract the volumes

10. How does solving a math problem relate to solving a puzzle?



Answer Key

1. Identify the separate rectangular prisms    2. prism    3. Breaking a big problem into smaller parts makes it easier to understand and manage. It helps us focus on one piece at a time, which can lead to 

a solution without feeling overwhelmed.    4. False    5. Understanding helps us build    6. breaking down    7. I see shapes made of multiple parts in buildings, where there are different rooms and floors. 

Each room can be thought of as a rectangular prism that contributes to the overall shape of the building.    8. False    9. Add the volumes together    10. Solving a math problem is like solving a puzzle 

because both require figuring out how different pieces fit together. You need to understand how each part contributes to the whole to find the solution.
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